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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fukushima et al.. 

Fukushima et al teach a method for mounting a circuit board having a plurality of 
divided regions. A plurality of chip parts are placed into a chip parts' mounter. A 
transfer means moves the chip mounter to a region on the circuit board where they are 
to be mounted. After the housed chips are simultaneously mounted at positions on the 
circuit board, the circuit board is moved so that the unmounted regions of the board is 
placed directly beneath the chips' mounter. N.B. Near the last paragraph of Col. 4 
Fukushima et al teach that a driving means for driving the circuit board or the chip 
transfer means can cope with a variety of patterns of the circuit board and such a 
manner that the traveling pitch can be freely set. If in fact Fukushima et al fail to 
expressly teach that an ...automatic mounting range step is such the automatic 
mounting range is set within a predetermined range on a single original board... it is 
held that this limitation or step would have been obvious to an artisan, given the 
evidence provided by Fukushima et al. (It is also noted that Fukushima et al is aware of 
using a compute with a stepping motor (Cf. Col 4, lines 56ff). As applied to Claims 3 
and 4 wherein the circuit board is used as a main circuit board for a TV receiver, the 
Patent office responds that it is circuit boards are universally used today as means for 
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providing electrical circuits for TV receivers. Hence it would have been obvious to use 
the circuit boards produced by Applicants' method to provide TV receivers. As applied 
further to Claim 3 it is held to mere design choice to rotate main circuit board 180 
degrees to obtain a second area which is coincident with a first area. Applicants 
provide no specific purpose therefore nor do they articulate and specific problem solved 
thereby. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to C. J. Arbes at 
telephone number (703)308-1 857. r JU 
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